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big and broad bill that reflects the ur-
gent and diverse issues and challenges
they face. I am proud to support it.

I thank my colleagues on the Vet-
erans’ Affairs Committee who have ap-
proved many of the parts of this bill by
unanimous vote or overwhelming bi-
partisan majorities. This cause should
be truly bipartisan. Let’s move forward
and move America forward addressing
the needs and challenges of its veterans
as we have an obligation to do. We
must keep faith with our veterans and
leave no veterans behind.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
CooNs). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————
COMPREHENSIVE VETERANS
HEALTH AND BENEFITS AND
MILITARY RETIREMENT PAY

RESTORATION ACT OF 2014—MO-
TION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to S. 1982 which the clerk will
now report.

The bill clerk read as follows:

Motion to Proceed to Calendar No. 301 (S.
1982) a bill to improve the provision of med-
ical services and benefits to veterans, and for
other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont.

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, let me
thank Senators MURRAY, DURBIN, and
BLUMENTHAL for their very thoughtful
and important remarks regarding the
needs of veterans and why it is abso-
lutely imperative we pass this com-
prehensive veterans legislation. Let me
also begin by thanking all of the mem-
bers of the Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs for their very hard work
in helping to craft what is not only an
enormously important piece of legisla-
tion impacting the lives of millions of
our veterans but is also, to a large de-
gree, a bipartisan piece of legislation.

It is no secret that Congress today is
extraordinarily partisan and, in fact, is
largely dysfunctional. On major issue
after major issue the American people
are crying out to us and asking that we
address the serious problems facing
this country. Yet we are unable to do
virtually anything. I hope—and I say
this from the bottom of my heart, and
as chairman of the Senate veterans
committee—that at least on the issue
of addressing their needs—the need to
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protect and defend those veterans who
have protected and defended us, those
men and women who have put their
lives on the line to protect this coun-
try—we can rise above the partisan
rancor that we see down here on the
floor every single day.

That is what the American people
want us to do. Not only has the vet-
erans community been clear on the
need to pass this bill, but that is what
the American people want us to do.
They understand the sacrifices made
by veterans and their families, and
they want us to rise above the partisan
acrimony the American people see
every single day.

Let me be very clear, and let there be
no misunderstanding about this. I have
tried, as chairman of the committee, to
do everything I can to bring forth leg-
islation which includes provisions from
Republicans and provisions from Demo-
crats. My view is, and has been, that if
there is a good idea that improves the
lives of veterans—I don’t care if there
is an ‘“R” attached to a Senator’s
name, a “D” or an ‘“I,”” as in my case—
let’s bring forth that legislation.

The reality is, to the best of my
knowledge, there are 26 separate provi-
sions that Republican Members have
authored or cosponsored—that is a
lot—and some of them are very signifi-
cant provisions. Further, perhaps most
importantly, two of the most impor-
tant parts of this comprehensive legis-
lation are omnibus bills that were
passed unanimously by the committee.
So what we have done is brought ideas
together in two of the most important
provisions in this bill, with two sepa-
rate omnibus bills passed unanimously
by the committee. There are other pro-
visions in the bill that were not passed
unanimously but also passed with bi-
partisan support.

I also want to point out the two pro-
visions that were not discussed at the
committee level but have been passed
almost unanimously by the Repub-
lican-controlled House of Representa-
tives, and I believe have strong bipar-
tisan support in the Senate. With al-
most unanimous votes, the House
passed a provision that would solve a
long-standing problem and enable the
VA to enter into 27 major medical fa-
cility leases in 18 States and Puerto
Rico. We have virtually that same lan-
guage in our bill, and that was passed
almost unanimously in the House. So I
think that is a nonpartisan, bipartisan
provision.

A second provision passed by the
House with very broad support deals
with ensuring that veterans can take
full advantage of the post 9/11 GI bill
and get in-State tuition in the State in
which they currently live. That lan-
guage I believe is identical in our bill.

So we have major provisions passed
in the Republican House with almost
unanimous support that are in this
bill, and there are two omnibus provi-
sions passed with unanimous support
out of our committee, and we have
other provisions passed with bipartisan
support.
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So while I am not here to say this is
100-percent bipartisan, because it is
not, we have gone a very long way to
do what has not been done very often
here in the Senate, and that is to bring
everybody’s ideas together to pass
something that is terribly important
for our veterans.

The point I am trying to make here
is that I happen to believe that vir-
tually every Member of the Senate, re-
gardless of their political point of view,
does care about veterans. I say this es-
pecially about the members of the
committee—the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee—who would not be on the com-
mittee if they didn’t care about vet-
erans. I believe that virtually every
Member of the Senate wants to do the
best they can for veterans. That is why
I have worked so hard to do my best to
make sure this bill is as bipartisan as
it can be.

In my view, this is, in fact, a very
good bill. But like any other piece of
legislation, it can be made better. We
have 50 States, we have Native Amer-
ican tribes, and we have all Kkinds of
issues out there. There are 100 Senators
here in this body who know their
States, who know their issues. So let
me be very clear in echoing what the
majority leader said this morning, and
that is he and I want to encourage
every Member of the Senate—Demo-
crat, Republican, and Independent—
who has germane amendments dealing
with veterans issues to please offer
those amendments. Bring them to the
floor.

My understanding is a number of
amendments have already been offered
by Democratic Senators and we have
some amendments now that have been
offered by Republican Senators. I un-
derstand Senator RUBIO and Senator
CoLLINS have offered amendments, as
well as a number of Democrats. We
look forward to more amendments
coming to the floor so that we can have
a serious discussion about those
amendments.

I hope the one thing that will not
happen is that, as we discuss this legis-
lation, instead of having an honest de-
bate about the needs of veterans, that
this legislation becomes another forum
for the same old partisan politics we
have seen for years—the sort of par-
tisan politics the American people are
increasingly disgusted with. The Amer-
ican people understand that honest
people have differences of opinion on
the issues, but they do not want to see
serious legislation being sabotaged be-
cause of political partisanship.

In my view, with regard to this vet-
erans bill and the fact we have lan-
guage in this bill which can improve
the lives of millions of veterans and
their families, I believe it would be ex-
tremely disrespectful to the men and
women who have put their lives on the
line to defend this country to use this
piece of legislation dealing with vet-
erans issues as nothing more than a po-
litical pawn for other issues that are
totally extraneous to their needs.
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